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[bookmark: _GoBack]15,000 visitors to Festember and Big Grill events get 
Abu Dhabi Food Festival underway
Annual celebration of food enjoys strong opening weekend with the World of Food Abu Dhabi event next on the event’s ‘menu’
12 December 2018, Abu Dhabi: Abu Dhabi Food Festival 2018 welcomed 15,000 guests last weekend with two major events happening across the city. Festember, an explosion of art, lifestyle and entertainment, took place at the WaterFront Park, next to Louvre Abu Dhabi, and the Big Grill, which celebrated the art of cooking with smoke and fire, was held alongside a live concert at Yas Links. The Festember event alone managed to draw 8,000 visitors, meaning Abu Dhabi Food Festival got off to a fantastic start, with the event running until 22nd December.
Festember organisers have improved and expanded their event this year with the help of the Advantage Abu Dhabi fund, which was launched by the Department of Culture and Tourism – Abu Dhabi (DCT Abu Dhabi) in 2017. The fund empowers entrepreneurs and the private events sector to host quality concepts, either by supporting the vital first steps of an event, or by allowing established events to improve their offering further. Through this fund initiative, DCT Abu Dhabi encouraged Festember to grow and host an enhanced sustainable experience as part of this year’s Abu Dhabi Food Festival.
For 2018’s edition, Festember brought light, business and global flavours all together next to the iconic museum, as local entrepreneurs and businesses met to showcase some of their most exciting ideas whilst enjoying cuisine from across the globe. The event, which took place between 5th to 9th December, is one of the top forums in Abu Dhabi for presenting emerging brands to a wide audience and is at the forefront of creating unparalleled experiences for visitors. This year also saw international food and beverage vendors attend, including Gastro Garage, Chick'nCone and The Barrel BBQ. 
Amongst those who attended was Mexico’s Ambassador to the UAE, HE Francisca E. Méndez Escobar. Mexico, the Guest of Honour for the 2018 Abu Dhabi Food Festival, has approximately 1,500 of its citizens residing here in the UAE.  
“This fourth edition of the Abu Dhabi Food Festival has been wonderful to see first-hand,” said Ambassador Escobar. “It has been incredibly well organised by the team at the Department of Culture and Tourism. I am honoured as the Mexican Ambassador to the UAE, that we are this year’s Guest of Honour. I recommend everyone in Abu Dhabi to come and visit; it’s an excellent culinary experience with plenty of food brands and activities for everyone.”
Yas Links was also busy last weekend, as the Big Grill touched down to delight all the barbeque-mad residents of Abu Dhabi. The festival focussed on the art of cooking using smoke and fire, alongside live music, and brought chefs and pit-masters from across the UAE to share their recipes and barbequing secrets with all the attending food fans. With reggae band Big Mountain Band performing, the event was definitely a hotspot last weekend on Yas Island.
Abu Dhabi Food Festival runs until 22nd December, with a range of different culinary based events happening across the city, including Restaurant Week which is running between December 6th to 15th, Sial which runs between 10th – 12th December at ADNEC in Abu Dhabi, and the World of Food Abu Dhabi between December 13th – 17th at Um Al Emarat Park. 

In partnership with Time Out Abu Dhabi, the popular Abu Dhabi Restaurant Week has also arrived in the capital, taking place 6th-15th December. The festival gives diners a range of offers, so they can explore global flavours cooked up by world-class chefs via specially crafted three-, four- and five-course menus. 

Another standout promotion that’s already under way is the citywide ADFF Scavenger Hunt Competition by Traceberry App which is an exclusive augmented reality scavenger game. Users of the App can enter for a chance to win prizes worth 1,000,000 AED, including mall vouchers, electronics and fine dining opportunities. Food fans simply need to download the Traceberry App to chase and catch “quiz berries” around different event locations of ADFF and participating restaurants in the city.

For further information on the festival, please visit www.abudhabifoodfest.ae.
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